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“ Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.”— Othello. 
No. 6455. THURSDAY, Sept. 1, 1842. ° Price \d. 








“‘ The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 





Iliness of Miss Adelaide Kemble—Our readers are already aware 
that Miss Kemble was announced to sing at a concert. in Brighton on 
Wednesday. A great number of reserved seats were taken, and the 
disappointment experienced by those who had purchased tickets on read- 
ing a handbill, of which the following is a copy, was extreme : 

81, Harley-street, Cavendish-square, 
Wednesday Morning, Eight o'clock. 

“ Dear Sir—My daughter, Miss Adelaide Kemble, is so seriously 
indisposed this morning as to render it impossible for her to go to Brighton. 
I regret this disappointment very deeply, and can only offer her services 
for Brighton and Worthing, at any future day you may select. Your's 
very respectfully, C. KEMBLE. 

Most of the company were not aware of this till they entered the room, 
but being already dressed for the concert, they seemed determined to 
hear as much as could be provided for them, and Miss Rainforth, Mr. 
Balfe, Mr. Weiss, Madame Dulcken, and Don F. Huerta gave great 
satisfaction by their respective performances. 

The Poet Massinger.—Poor Massinger! The world was not his 
friend, nor the world’s law, and he took all opportunities to wreak his 
bitterness on both. Who can blame him? Setting aside his plays, only 
two striking memorials of the man have reached posterity. The one is 
an abject letter of distress, imploring the advance of 3/., to release him 
from prison. The other is an entry in the parish register of the church- 
yard of St Saviour’ s :—‘ March 20, 1639-40—buried Phillip Massinger, 
a stranger.” In the land whose language he enriched by his writings, 
he lived—a hunted beggar. His life was one long wintry struggle ; and 
no one knew, no one cared to enquire, how he died. You hear of pau- 
pers for the most part, that they go to bed in a very flattering state of 
health, and never get up again. So it was with Massinger. “On the 
16th of March,” say his biographers, “he went to bed in apparent health, 
and was found dead in the morning in his lodgings on the Bankside.” 

Sophocles and Euripides. —These two are universally esteemed the 
most excellent of all the ancient tragic poets ; but which of those we are 
to prefer, in comparing them together, is a point that has not been so ab- 
solutely settled. Sophocles, indeed, seems to have the greatest uumber 
of suffrages in general, and in the article of style there is scarcely any 
one of the critics who does not give him the preference ; but then on the 
other hand, Aristotle, and some of the moderns, have considered Euri- 
pides as the most tragie of all the poets, that is, as having a genius the 
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most peculiarly turned for this species of writing ;—they were both 
Athenians, and flourished at the same time, but Sophocles was the elder. 
He died aged ninety-five, about four hundred years before Christ, 
Sor joy of having gained the prize by one of his tragedies. Euripides 
died about the same time, some say six years before, but in a less-agree- 
able manner, for he was torn to pieces by dogs, after he had lived 
seventy-five years. The first of these authors composed one hundred 
and twenty-two tragedies, out of which only seven are extant ; the latter 
wrote ninety-two, of which nineteenonly remain.—Vide Bailey and 
La Fevre, 








Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


arn Mr. Eprror,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t intrude 
-—ut will you excuse me—I have to mention that [’ve arranged so as to rub 
sityulders with my friends and the fashionable world at une or other of the Grund 
Lounges about town :— 

\loiday, paid another visit to the Taames TUNNEL, which is now completed, 
aid is 1,200 feet in length. The entrance is now on the Middlesex side, close to 
the Tunnel Pier at Wapping ; the entrance to Rotherhithe is closed, in order to 
finish a new Staircase ; on the completion of which the Tunnel will be opened ag 
a‘ thoroughfare for foot Passengers. Generally go by one of the steam boats, 
either from Hungerford, Adelphi, Temple Bar, Blackfriars Brydge, Old Shades 
Pier, or London Bridge,—very convenient. 

Afterwards visit the Chinese Collection, St. George’s Place, Hyde Park Corner. 
It consists of objects exclusively Chinese, comprising upwards of 50 figures as 
large as life, in their native costume, from the highest mandarin to the mechanic ; 
and replete with articles illustrative of their manufactures, habits, and domestic 
arrangements.—This exhibition is well worthy of inspection. 

On Tuesday dropped in at the Lowruer Bazaar—found my old friends the 
same attentive creatures in the new as they used to be in the old house, place much 
improved—splendid stock—intend leaving town for a few days—bought a portable 
dressing-case for 7s. 6d., everything in I can want—most abominably cheap ;— 
went down to the Magic Cuve,—rather warm, but nevertheless very much pleased, 
18 views—all good—many first rate paintings—shown a Euterpeon short.y to be 
raffled for by40U0 members—splendid instrument—advise my friends to take shares 

Thursday, pop into Dusoure’s splended Exhibition of Wax Work, Great Wind- 
mill-street, Haymarket, to see the grand Centrifugal Railway, 200 feet long, on 
which a carriage of nearly 200 lb., containing a lady or gentleman, descends an 
inclined plane, passing round a vertical circle of 40 feet, turning the head of the 
individnal downwards and feet in the air; the carriage then decends the circle, 
rises a second inclined plane, and lands the individual safe, at the rate of 100 miles 
an hour.— A most extraordinary novelty. 

You may talk of eye snuff, but after having the head-ache for a year, popped 
into PERRING’s, 85, Strand. got one of his superb Beavers, so light lost the head- 
ache in a minute—was shewn one of his elegant Velvet Hats, could not resist 
buying one of them also, price 13s—wonderful. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, quite delighted with the excellence otf 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I'm always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Have just been to Holborn Hill, for another pair of Wixison’s New Footed 
Boots,—talk of economy, why my expense for boots will not be half as much as 
it used to be, and Mrs. P. has at last found a good shop for the children’s shoes,— 
the neat little leather bound shoes that Wilson makes—wear twice as long as those 
of the ordinary description. and never look shabby. If you go, mind the houses 
are immediately opposite St. Andrew’s Church, 95, and 97. 

Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoop’s curious NeedleWork, Leicester Square — 
lately added other beautiful specimens of “her art.—But I intrude—beg pardon— 
Your’s &.—PAUI. PRY. 
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Theatre Royal, English Opera. 
. MrF.Matthews sBenefit 


This vue, the Drain of 


CHARLES XII. 


Charles XII...Mr F. MATTHEWS, 
a Mr HARLEY, 


Gustavus de Mervelt. .Mr W. H. BLAND. 














Maj. Vanberg,MrLYNN KA dam Brock,MrGRANBY, 


Col.Riekel, MrGreen, General Duckert, MrBurt, 


Eudiga, Miss E. STANLEY, Ulrica, Miss LEE. 


In the course of the Eveniug, 
Miss LUCOMBE will sing the celebrated Scena from ‘ DerFreischutz, 
And the Scotch Ballad of “ Auld Robin Gray.” 


After which, the Vaudeville of 


The Welsh Girl. 


Sir Owen Griffiths, Mr F. MATTHEWS, 
David, Mr GRANBY, — Mr A. WIGAN, 


Dora,....eMrs GRANBY, Julia,.....Miss JANE MORDAUNT. 


Duriug the Riau 


Mr. RIDGWAY will sing the Comic Songs of « Zhe Chinese War,” 


and “ ZTippitywitchet.” 
To be followed by, the Bellet of 


LA SYLPHIDE 


Donald..Mr GILBERT, 


Christie, Mr GARDENER, Hela, Mr IRELAND, 


Baillie Macwhassel, Mr FREEBORN, 
Master MARSHALL, 


Dame Gourlie, Mrs EMDEN, 


Jessie, Mrs DIDDEAR, Effie. Miss “TAY LOR, 


Prudence, Miss MARSHALL, 
The Sylph ..... wrt eT ere . Miss BALLIN. 


To couclude with, the Farce of 


Forty and Fifty. 


Altamont, Mr J. Vining, 
Mr Lillywhite .....ccedeecesve . Mr F. Matthews, 


Peter, Mr France, 


Clementina, Miss Lee, Jessie, Miss Granby, | 


Mrs Lillywhite, Mrs F. Matthews. 








Theatre Royal, Hay-Market. 


This Evening, (6th Time at this Theatre) the popular Comedy of s { 


LONDON 
ASSURANCE. | 


Sir Harcourt Courtly, Mr W.FARREN, 
Max Harkaway, Mr SIRICKLAND, a | 
ek, rr Mr H. HOLL, a 
Dazzle, Mr VINING, 
Mark Meddle........ seoncscescce str WEBSTER, 
ool .... .Mr BRINDAL, 
Mr Spanker, Mr CLARK, James, Mr ENNIS, 
Martin, Mr TT. F. MATHEWS, 
Mr Isaacs MrGALLOT, Simpson, Mr Mitchenson, . 
Lady Gay Spanker, Mrs NISBETT, 
Grace Harkaway ....... eee Miss CHARLES, 
Pert, Miss CARRE. 














After which; (14th Time) a New Farce, by Bayle Bernard, many called é 


LOCOMOTION. 


Floss,(anAuctioneer& HouseA gent,) VrW,FARREN, 
Leicester, (his neighbour) Mr VINING, 





Vernon « «s.0+. {his friend)...... -»Mr BRINDAL, 
Dot, (Kloss’s Clerk) Mr CLARK, 
i PEEP TEE Mr lnnis & Mr Bishop. 
Mrs Leicester, Miss CHARLES. 
To conclude with, . 
q. 


The Jrishman in London 


Captain Seymour, Mr WORRi:LL, 
Collooney,MrBRINDAL, Frost,MrSTRICKLAND, 
Murtoch Delany, Mr MALONE RAYMOND, 


esc Edward, Mr CLARK, 
Fae I x 06505 en een ..-eMr H. WIDDICOMB, 
a: ° Louisa, Mrs M. RAYMOND, 


Caroline..Miss C. Connor, Cubba.. Miss Stanley. 





Printed & Published by E. & J. Tuomas, 26, Russell Court, Brydges Street, 
Covent Garden, where Novels, Vlays, Pamphlets, Posting: -bills, Hand-- 

2 bills, Letters, and Cards are Printed, on the lowest Terms.— All Communi- 
cations for The Theatrical Observer to be addressed as above. 

*,* The Lheatrical Observer is delivered daily at the residences of subscribers at 


2s, per month, 











